




Baptism


Biblical references to “baptism” are found throughout the Gospels, Acts, Paul’s letters and the other New Testament books. The Greek word for baptism is “baptizo” meaning: “to immerse, to dip repeatedly, to submerge, to wash & make clean with water”. The practice of baptizing with water is introduced into the New Testament during the ministry of John the Baptist, whose baptism is referred to as “for the remission of sins or baptism of repentance” (Mark 1:4). John the Baptist preached looking forward to the coming kingdom. “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2). 

All the Gospel writers record that Jesus was baptized by John, in His case it was certainly not for the reason mentioned but as a symbol of identification with mankind. Baptism is a symbolic act that pictures Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. A new Christian (notice before the act of baptism) is immersed, follows Christ’s example in symbolizing his own death to sin, burial and resurrection to a new life as a believer. “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead” (Col. 2:12). “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in the newness of life”(Romans 6: 3-4). Through the symbolic act of baptism, an individual states that they have turned from sin to Christ. By the act of “public baptism”, the new Christian demonstrates to the world that they have been redeemed (changed – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation: old things have passed away; behold, all things are become new”(2 Cor. 5:17) and is now a new person in Christ.


The gospel is for everyone: baptism is for disciples. Salvation is provided by Christ and not through baptism. Through faith in Him, grace is received and makes baptism meaningful. Many New Testament passages stress that forgiveness is based on repentance and trust in what Jesus has done, not on a rite.


“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body” (1 Cor. 12:13). The body of Christ encompasses Jews and Greeks, slave and free, each with a diversity of gifts; but they are bound together in a unity of spirit and symbolized in baptism. “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond or free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then ye are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Gal. 3:26 – 29)


Baptism serves as the effective public symbol and declaration for those who trust in Christ as Savior and Lord.

